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Si'tKWORM. n.f. [///• anc! worm.] The worm that fpins ft!k. 
Grafhoppcrs eat up the green of whole countries, and filk- 
wortns devour leaves fwiftly. Bacon’s Natural Hiftory. 

Broad were the banners, and of fnowy hue, 

A purer web the fill-norm never drew. Dryelcn. 

i.ky. adj. [from ftlk.] 

Made of filk. 

Soft; pliant. 

Thcfe kind of knaves, in plainnefs. 

Harbour more craft, and more corrupter ends 
Than twenty ftlky ducking obfervants, 

That flretch their duties nicely. Shakefpcare' s K. Lear. 

Sill, n.f [ yyl. Sax. fusil, French ; fullc , Dutch; julgan , to 
found, Gothick.] The timber or (lone at the foot of the door. 
The farmer’s goofe. 

Grown fat with corn and fitting ftill. 

Can fcarce get o’er the barn-door fill : 

And hardly waddles forth. Swift. 

Si'llabub. n.f. [This word has cxercifed the etymologifts. 
Minjhav thinks it corrupted from fwillingbubbles. 'Junius 
omits it. Henjhaw , whom Skinner follows, deduces it from 
the Dutch fullc, a pipe, and buyck, a paunch ; becaufe///a- 
bubs are commonly drunk through a fpout, out of a jug with 
a large belly. It feems more probably derived from efil , in old 
Englifh vinegar, efil a hue, vinegar for the mouth , vinegar 
made pleafant.] Curds made by milking upon vinegar. 

Joan takes her neat rubb’d pail, and now 
She trips to milk the fand-red cow ; 

Where, for fome fturdy foot-ball fwain, 

Joan ftrokes a fillalub or twain. I Volt on. 

A fcaft. 

By fome rich farmer’s wife and filler dreft. 

Might be refembled to a fick man’s dream, 

Where all ideas huddling run fo fad, 

That fillabubs come fir ft, and foups the laft. King. 

Si'lli ly. adv. [from///;-.] In a filly manner; limply; foolilhly. 
1 wonder, what thou and I 
Did, till we lov’d ? were we not wean’d till then. 

But fuck’d on childilh pleafurcs fllily ? 

Or (lumber’d we in the feven fleepers den ? Donne. 

We are caught as fllily as the bird in the net. L Ef range. 

Do, do, look fllily, good colonel; ’tis a decent melan¬ 
choly after an abfolutc defeat. Dryden s Spanijh Friar. 

Si'lliness. n.f. [from filly.] Simplicity; weaknefs; harmlefs folly. 
The fillynefs of the perfon does not derogate from the dig¬ 


nity of his charadlcr 
Si'lly. adj. [felig, German. Skinner.] 


L’Ejlrange. 


1. 

2 . 


Harmlefs; innocent; inoffenfive; plain; artlefs. 
Weak; helplefs. 

After long ftorms. 

In dread of death and dangerous difmay. 
With which my filly bark was tofled fore, 

I do at length defery the happy lliore. 

Foolifti; witlefs. 

Perhaps their loves, or elfe their Iheep, 
Was that did their filly thoughts fo bufy keep. 


Spcnfer. 
Milton. 

The meaneft fubje&s cenfure the actions of the greateft 
prince; the fill eft fervants, of the wifeft matter. Temple. 

I have no difeontent at living here; befides what arifes 
from a filly fpirit of liberty, which I refolvc to throw off. Swift. 

Such parts of writings as are ftupid os filly, falfe or mifta- 
ken, (iiould become fubjecls of occafional criticifm. IVeitts. 

Sillyhow. n.f. [Perhaps from j-eli£, happy, and Jjcopt, the 
head.] The membrane that covers the head of the feetus. 

Great conceits are railed, of the membranous covering 
called the fillyhow, fometimes found about the heads of chil¬ 
dren upon their birth. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Silt. n.f. Mud ; (lime. . , , . 

Several trees of oak and fir Hand in firm earth below 
the moor, near Thorny, in all probability covered by inunda¬ 
tion, and the/// and moorilh earth exaggerated upon them .Hale. 

Si'lvun. adj. [from ftlva, Latin.] Woody; full of woods. 

Betwixt two rows of rocks, a filvan feene 

Appears above, and groves for ever green. Dryden. 

Si'lver. n.f. [fcoljrep, Saxon; Dutch.] 


is a 


white and hard metal, 


next in weight to 
Watts's Logick. 


Pope. 


1. Silver 
gold. 

2. Any thing of foft fplendour. 

Pallas, piteous of her plaintive cries. 

In (lumber clos’d her/Avr'ftreaming eyes 

3. Money made of filver. 

Si'lver. adj. 

1. Made of (ilver. 

Put my filter cup in the lack’s mouth. Gen. xliv. 2. 

Hence had the huntrefs Dian her dread bow, 

Fair//rer-fhafted queen for ever chatte. zjf.r"’ 

'I he//w-fhafted goddefs of the place. Pope s &ayffey. 
3. White like filvcr. 

Of all the race of fiver- winged flies 
Was none more favourable, nor more fair, 

'I ban Clarion. S M‘ r ' 


Sandy-. 

Milton, 


Old Salifbury, Ihame to thy fiver hair, 

Thou mad mifleadcr of thy brain fick fon. Shake fp/-■ 

The great in honour are not always wife, 

Nor judgment under fiver treffes lies. 

Others on fiver- lakes and rivers bath’d 
Their downy bread. 

3. Having a pale luftre. 

So fweet a kifs the golden fun gives not 
To thofe frefh morning drops upon the rofe, 

As thy eye beams, when their frefh rays have fmotc 
The night of dew that on my cheeks down flows; 

Nor fhines the fiver moon one half fo bright. 

Through the tranfpaient bofom of the deep. 

As doth thy face through tears of mine give light. Shak/fp (are 

4. Soft of voice. This phrafe is Italian, voce argentina. 

From all their groves, which with the heavenly noife\ 
Of their fweet inftruments were wont to found, 

And th’ hollow hills, from which their fiver voices 
Were wont redoubled ccchoes to rebound. 

Did now rebound with nought but rueful cries. 

And yelling fhrieks thrown up into the (kies. Sptnfir 
It is my love that calls upon my name. 

How fiver fweet found lovers tongues by night, 

Like fofteft mufick to attending ears. Shakefpeart, 

To Si'lver. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To cover fupcrficially with filver. 

There be fools alive, I wis, 

Silver’d o’er, and fo was this. Shakefpenie. 

The fplendour of filver is more pleaftng to fome eyes, than 
that of gold ; as in cloth of filver, and fiver’d rapiers. Bacon. 
Silvering will fully and canker more than gilding. Bacon. 
A gilder (hewed me a ring filver'd over with mercurial fumes, 
which he was then to reftore to its native yellow. Boyle. 

2. To adorn with mild luftre. 

Here retir’d the finking billows deep, 

And fmiling calmnefs fiverd o’er the deep. Pel./. 

Si'lvereeater. n.f. \filver and beat.] One that foliates (li¬ 
ver. 

Silverleaters chufc the fined coin, as that which is mod cx- 
tenfive under the hammer. Boyle . 

Si'lverling. n.f. 

A thoufand vines, at a thoufand flvcrlings, (hall be for briars 
and thorns. Ijaiah vii. 27. 

Si'lverly. adv. [from fiver.] With the appearance of (ri¬ 
ver. 

Let me wipe off this honourable dew 
That flverly doth progrefs on thy cheeks. Sbak/fpiare. 
Silversmith, n . f. [filver and fmith.] One that works in 
filver. 

Demetrius a flvcrfmith, made (brines for Diana. Alls xix. 
SlLVERTHISTLE. I r p,^ 

Sl'LVERWEED. J 

Silvertree. n . f . [ conecarpodendron , Latin.] A plant. 

The leaves throughout the year are of a fine filver colour; 
it hath an apetalous flamineous flower, which is furroumW 
by a number of long leaves immediately under the flowcr-cup, 
which confifts of five narrow leaves; thcfe are fucceeded by 
cones, in lhape like thofe of the larchtrce; the feeds arc each 
of them included in a fquare cell. Miller. 

Silvery, adj . [from fiver .] Bcfprinkled with filver. 

A gritty (lone, with fmall fpanglcs of a whit efilvery talc 
; n ; t- 0 Woodward on Fifth . 

Of all th’ enamel’d race wbofe filv'ry wing 
Waves to the tepid zephyrs of-tlie fpring, 

Once brighteft fhin’d this child of heat and air. Dunctad. 
Si'mar. n . f . [ fimarre , French.] A woman’s robe. 

The ladies drefs’d in rich fimars were feen, 

Of Florence Yattin, flower’d with white and green. Dryden. 

Si'milar. \ adj . [ fimilaire , French; from f mills , Latin.] 
Si'milary. J 

1. Homogeneous; having one part like another. 

Minerals appear to the eye to be ycvfcLWy fmilar , as meta 
or at lead to confift but of two or three diftindt ingredients, 

as cinnabar. ^ *’ 

2. Refembling; having refcmblance. 

The laws of England, relative to thofe matters, were UK 
original and exemplar from whence thofe fimthr or parallel 
laws nf Scotland were derived. Ilale's Bifi . of Com . Law ef 
Similarity, n . f . [from finular .] Likenefs. . 

The blood and chyle arc intimately mixed, anc. by atm 
tion attenuated ; by which the mixture acquires a 
grcc of fluidity and fmilarity , or homogeneity 

Si'MILE. n.f [ fimile, Latin.] A comparifon by which any 
thing is illuttrated or aggrandized. 

Their rhimes, 

Full of proteft, ol oath, and big compare, CrefFit. 

Want Lies. Skakejfearc's Troths and CrcJJ,-* 

Luccntio flip’d me, like his greyhound. 

Which runs himfclf, and catches for his matter: 

A good fwift fimile, but fomethmg curnfh. Shoujre ^ 
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In argument, 

Similes are like fongs in love, _ 

They much deferibe ; they nothing prove. I rur. 

Poets, to give a loofc to a warm fancy, not only expatiate 
their fimiles, but introduce them too frequently. Garth 

SiMl't-rrUDE. n.f. [fimilitude, French; ftmilttudo, Latin.] 

, Likenefs; refemblance. 

Similitud- of fubftance would caufe attraction, where the 
body is wholly freed from the motion of gravity ; for then lead 
„Jld draw l„d. . W. Natural 

Our immortal fouls, while righteous, are by God himfelt 
beautified with the title of his own image and fimilitude. Kal. 
Let us make man in our image, man 
In our jimi itude, and iet them rule 

Over the fifli and fowl. . Alihan. 

Similitude to the Deity was not regarded in the things they 
gave divine worlhip to, and looked on as fymbols of the 
b 0 d they vvorfliipped. Stiliingfeet. 

C If we compare the pidlure of a man, drawn at the years 
offeventeen, with that of the fame perfon at the years of 
threefcore, hardly the lead trace or fimilitude of on.e (ace can 
be found in the other. South s Sermons. 

Fate fome future bard (hall join. 

In fad fimilitude of griefs to mine, 

Condemn’d whole years in abfence to deplore, 

And image charms he muft behold no more. 

2. Comparifon; fimile. 

Plutarch, in the firft of his tractates, by fundry fimilitude!, 
(hews us the force of education. Wotton. 

Taffo, in his fimilitudes, never departed from the woods; 
that is, all his comparifons were taken from the country. Dryd. 

Si'mitar. n.f. [See Ci'meter.] A crooked or falcated 
(word with a convex edge. 

To Simmer, v. n. [A word made probably from the found, 
but written by Skinner, fimber.] To boil gently ; to boil 
with a gentle hiding. 

Place a veffel in warm fand, increafing the heat by de¬ 
grees, till the fpirit fimmer or boil a little. Boyle. 

Their vital heat and moifture may always not only fimber 
in one fluggilh tenour, but fometimes boil up higher, and 
feethover; the fire of life being more than ordinarily kind¬ 
led upon fome emergent occafion. 

More's Antidote againft Athcifm. 

Si'mnel. [n.f [fiwmellus, low Latin.] A kind of fweet bread 
or cake. 

Si.vioni'ack. n. f [ fimoniaq’/e, French ; fimoniacus, Latin.] 
One who buys or fells preferment in the church.’ 

If the biffiop alleges that the perfon prefented is a fimo- 
niac, or unlearned, they are to proceed to trial. Ayliffe. 

Simoni'acal. adj. [from fimoniae.] Guilty of buying or fell¬ 
ing ecclefiaftical preferment. 

Add to your criminals the ftmoniacal ladies, who (educe the 
(acred order ihto the difficulty of breaking their troth. Spelt. 

Si'mony. n.f. [fimnie, French ; ftmonia, Latin.] The crime of 
buying or felling church preferment. 

One that by fuggeftion 
Tied all the kingdom; fitmony was fair play, 

His own opinion was his law. Shakejpeare’s Henry VIII. 
Many papers remain in private hands, of which one is of 
fimony ; and I wi(h the world might fee it, that it might un¬ 
deceive fome patrons, who think they have difeharged that 
great truft to God and man, if they take no money for a 
living, though it may be parted with for other ends lets jufti- 
fiablc. ^ Walton’s Life of Bijhop Sanderfon. 

No fimony nor finecure is known ; 

There works the bee, no honey for the drone. Garth. 

To Simper, v.n. [from j-ymbelan, Saxon, to keep holiday, 
Skinner. He derives fimmer from the fame word, and con¬ 
firms his etymology by writing it fimber. It is perhaps de¬ 
rived from fimmer, as It may feem to imitate the dimples of 
water gently boiling.] 1 o fmile; generally to fmile foolifli- 

A made countenance about her mouth between fimbering 
and fmiling, her head bowed fomewhat down, feemed to lan¬ 
guid! with over much idlenefs. Sidney. 

I charge you, O men, for the love you bear to women, as 
1 perceive by your fimpering none of you hate them, to like 
as much as pleafes them. Shakefpeare’s As you like it. 

otars above Jhnper and fhine, 

As having keys unto thy love, while poor I pine. Herbert. 

Let-then the fair one beautifully cry, 
iJrcft in (miles of fweet Cecilia (bine, 

” ithfi/np’t ing angels, palms and harps divine. Pot,- 

S'" f - [from thc vc,b - ] Smae - a f«S 

Hie wit at his elbow ftared him in thc f.:ce, with fo bc- 
w. chmga grin, that the whiftler relaxed his fibres into a 
» l^gth burft out into an open laugh. Add, 
Great I ibbald nods: thc proud Parnaffian fneer, 
je confcious firnper, and the jealous leer, 
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Simple, adj. [/implex, Latin; JimpO, French.] 

1. Plain; artlefs; unfkilled; undefigmng; finccre; harmlefs. 

Were it not to fatisfy the minds of th efimp/er fort of men, 
thefe nice curiofities arc not worthy the labour which wc be¬ 
llow to anfwer them. Hooter. 

They meet upon the way, 

A firnple hufbandman in garments grey. Hubberd s dale. 

I am ?s firnple woman, much too weak ^ 

T’ oppofe your cunning. Shakejpeare s Hen. V III. 

O Ethelinda, 

My heart was made to fit and pair with thine. 

Simple and plain, and fraught with artlefs tendernefs. Rive. 

2. Uncompounded; unmingled; (ingle; only one; plain; not 

complicated. .... 

To make the compound pafs for the rich metal firnple, is 
an adulteration or counterfeiting. Bacon. 

Simple philofophically fignifies fingle, but vulgarly foolith. 

Watts. 

Among fubftances fome are called firnple, fome compound, 
whether Taken in a philofophical or vulgar fenfe. Wait . 

If we take firnple and compound in a vulgar fenfe, then, all 
thofe are firnple fubftances which are generally efteemed uni¬ 
form in their natures: fo every herb is called a firnple, and 
every metal a mineral; though the chymift perhaps may find 
all his feveral elements in each of them. Watts’s Log ids. 

Let Newton, pure intelligence, whom God 
To mortals lent, to trace his boundlefs works. 

From Jaws, fublimely firnple, (peak thy fame 

In all philofophy. Thomfons Summer. 

3. Silly ; not wife; not cunning. 

The firnple believeth every word; but the prudent man 
looketh well to his going. Pnv. xv. 

I would have you wife unto that which is good, and firnple 
concerning evil. Rom. xvi. 19: 

Dick, firnple odes too many (how 
My fervile complaifancc to Cloe. • Prior. 

Simple, n.f. [firnple, French.] A fingle ingredient in a medi¬ 
cine ; a drug. It is popularly ufed for an herb. 

Of fimiples in thefe groves that grow, 

We’ll learn the perfeft (kill; 

The nature of each herb to know. 

Which cures, and which can kill. Draytons fF of Cynthiai 

Our fofter nurfe of nature is repofe. 

The which he lacks; that to provoke in him. 

Are many fimples operative^ whofe power 

Will dole the eye of anguifh. Shakefpeares K. Lear ; 

He would ope his leathern ferip. 

And (hew me fimples of a thoufand names, 

Tclling their ftrange and vigorous faculties Milton. 

What virtue is in this remedy lies in the naked firnple itfelf, 
as it comes over from the Indies. Temple. 

Around its entries nodding poppies grow. 

And all cool fimples that fweet reft beftow; 

Night from the plants their fleepy virtue drains. 

And paffing, (beds it on the filent plains. Dryden. 

Med’cine is mine : what herbs and fimples grow 
In fields and forefts, all their pow’rs I know. 

And am the great phyfician call’d. Dryden. 

ToSimple. v.n. To gather fimples. 

As once the foaming boar he chas’d, 

Lafcivious Circe well the youth furvey’d, 

As fimpling on the flow’ry hills he ftray’d. Garth. 

Si'mpless. n.f [ftmplejje, French.] Simplicity; fillincfs; folly. 
An obfolete word. 

Their weeds been not fo nighly were. 

Such fimpleffe mought them (hend, 

'I hey been yclaJ in purple and pall, 

They reign and rulen over all. Spenfer’s Pafiorals. 

Simpleness, n.f [from feunple.] The quality of being firnple. 

I will hear that play: 

For never any thing can be amifs, 

When fimplenefs and duty tender it. Shakefpeare. 

Such perfect elements may be found in thefe four known 
bodies that we call pure ones ; for they are lead compounded, 
and approach mod to the fimplenefs of the elements. Digby. 

Simpler, n.f. [from JimpU.] A fimplift. An herbarift. 

bl ,u f- C from fimple.] A filly mortal; a trifler; a 

fool 1 (h fellow. A low word. 

A country farmer fent his man to look after an ox • the 
fimplelon went hunting up and down till he found him in a 
wood. L'EHrai ’ 

Thofe letters may prove a diferedit, as lading as merccnf/v 
icrioblers, or curious fimpletons can make it. l> .. 

WlTgjty. n f [fimplicitas, Latin ; fimplieite, French.] ‘ 
Plainnefs; artleflhefi; not fubtilty; not cunning; not deceit 
1 he fweet-mmded Ph.loclea was in their degree of well 
doing to whom the not knowing of evil ferveth for a ground 
of virtue, and hold their inward powers in better form, with 
an unfpotted fimplicity, than many who rather cunningly feek 

- jj“5 

In 
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